THE  GLEMSFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Jn  the  Administrative  County  of  West  Suffolk  and  the  Sudbury  Union. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  1897. 

Prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 

arid  of  the  West  Suffolk  County  Council. 

Population  1881,  2441  ; 1891,  2375.  Area  in  Acres  2246.  Number  of  persons  per  acre  1.05. 

The  Parish  of  Glemsford,  which  formed  part  of  the  Melford  Rural  District,  obtained  Urban 
powers  on  the  1st.  October,  1896  and  became  a separate  district.  This  is  therefore  the  first 
annual  report  to  the  Glemsford  Urban  District  Council. 


I.  Vital  Statistics. 

BIRTHS.  The  numbers  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  64  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  26.9  per  1000  of  the  popula- 
tion. The  births  and  birth-rates  in  this  district  during  the  past  four  years  were 

1894.  1895-  1896.  1897. 

Births  46  87  70  64 

Birth-rate  19-3  36.6  29.4  26.9 

Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  registered  during  the  year  was  36  to  which  one  death  belonging  to  the  dis- 
trict occuring  in  the  Sudbur>  Workhouse  has  to  be  added,  this  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  15.5  per  1000  of  the  population. 
The  deaths  and  death-rates  during  the  past  six  years  were 

1892.  1893.  1894.  1895.  1896.  1897. 

Deaths  33  38  33  38  3°  37 

Death-rate  13.8  16.0  13.8  16.0  12.6  1 5 - 5 

Infa.7itile  Mortality.  This  has  always  been  very  high  in  the  parish  of  Glemsford,  nearly  half  of  the  deaths  being  children 
under  5 years  of  age.  During  the  past  year  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  reached  the  proportion  of  156.2  to  a 1000  births. 

This  excessive  infant  mortality  in  Glemsford  I have  long  noticed  and  commented  on,  it  is  mainly  due  to  the  mothers  working 
in  the  factories,  before  they  are  well  over  their  confinements,  they  go  back  to  work  and  so  neglect  the  infant.  The  mother  suck- 
ling at  long  intervals  when  she  herself  is  tired  and  exhausted  and  her  milk  unnourishing.  During  the  intervals  the  baby  is 
fortunate  if  fed  on  milk,  but  oftener  it  is  fed  on  sop  of  bread  and  water,  with  the  result  that  it  falls  an  easy  victim  to  some  of  the 
illnesses  of  infancy. 

Zymotic  diseases  caused  7 deaths  equal  to  2.9  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  zymotic  deaths  and  death-rate  for  the  past 
5 years  were  : — 

1893.  1894.  1895.  1896.  1897. 

Deaths  1 10  1 5 7 

Death-rate  0.4  4.2  0.4  2.1  2.9 

Deaths  from  other  causes  included  Phthisis  4.  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  6.  Heart  disease  3.  Cancer  1.  Anthrax  1. 

The  Infectious  diseases  Notification  Act  was  adopted  aid  came  into  operation  on  the  first  of  July,  since  which  time  6 cases 
were  notified,  1 of  Diphtheria  and  5 of  Erysipelas,  Scarlet  Fever  was  epidemic  in  the  district  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  44  cases 
occuring  in  21  families,  and  as  some  unnoticed  cases  were  found  to  be  attending  school  it  was  found  expedient  to  close  the  schools 
from  the  3rd.  February  to  the  22nd.  The  rooms  were  cleansed  and  disinfected. 

The  disease  was  of  a virulent  type  and  six  cases  proved  fatal.  The  usual  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  disease,  notices  with  instructions  were  served  at  each  infected  house  along  with  carbolised  oil  for  inunction  and  disinfectants. 
Children  were  prevented  attending  school  and  the  houses  were  afterwards  disinfected.  I take  this  opportunity  of  saying  that 
Dr.  Waring  of  Cavendish  rendered  most  valuable  aid  in  assisting  in  carrying  out  all  sanitary  steps  to  check  this  very  serious  out- 
break of  Scarlet  fever. 

Measles.  About  20  cases  of  this  disease  occurred,  the  first  case  being  a child  from  Fondon  who  developed  it — one  fatal  case 
occurred. 

Anthrax.  This  disease  which  so  often  proves  fatal  is  liable  to  occur  among  the  workers  in  the  Horse  hair  factory,  duriug 
the  year  six  were  thus  affected  and  one  died.  The  facilities  for  washing  the  hands  with  carbolic  soap  after  work,  I found  were 
not  sufficient  and  the  manager  has  now  arranged  to  increase  the  washing  accomodation. 

Water  Supply.  There  are  five  public  supplies  in  the  district,  viz.,  at  Scates  Hill,  the  Greyhound  Inn,  the  Angel  Inn,  the 
Tye  Green  and  at  the  Crown  Inn.  The  supply  to  these  is  delivered  from  land  springs,  and  all  have  been  constant  and  sufficient 
during  the  year,  except  the  spring  which  supplies  the  well  and  pump  at  the  Angel  Inn,  owing  to  the  very  dry  autumn  this  year, 
the  spring  failed  in  November  which  it  had  never  done  before,  this  it  is  hoped  will  recover  after  the  winter  rains.  A water  supply 
is  much  required  on  Hunt’s  Hill,  a well  was  sunk  in  this  popular  part  of  the  district  in  1873,  and  water  was  found  at  a depth  of 
126ft.  and  pumped  up  for  several  years,  then  it  failed.  This  was  first  due  to  the  pump  always  getting  out  of  order  and  always 
being  repaired,  until  at  last  it  was  abandoned  as  hopeless.  Lately  the  well  has  been  examined  and  was  found  to  be  so  defective 
that  repairing  it  would  cost  nearly  as  much  as  making  a new  well,  therefore  steps  are  now  being  taken  either  to  sink  a new  well 
for  this  locality,  or  to  utilize  the  old  one,  adding  an  artesian  boring  for  50  feet,  which  would  reach  a depth  about  25  feet  below  the 
valley  of  the  Stour  river,  and  be  certain  to  secure  an  ample  supply  of  water. 


SEWERAGE,  Hunt's  Hill  being  the  highest  ground  and  about  the  centre  of  the  district,  the  naturul  flow  is  east  and  west  from 
this  point,  a public  drain  runs  from  Hunt’s  hill  to  Factory  Lane  where  ditches  connect  it  with  the  river.  On  the  opposite  side  a 
drain  from  Tye  Green  runs  to  Brook  St,  portion  of  this  between  the  School,  and  Fair  Green  was  an  open  ditch  and  often  caused  a 
nuisance,  this  has  been  filled  up  and  new  drain  pipes  laid  down  for  440  yards. 

These  drains  only  convey  house  slops  and  storm  water. 

An  open  ditch  along  Bells  lane  has  been  cleaned  but,  this  at  one  point  is  often  offensive  from  it  receiving  the  drainage  from 
the  Hair  factory  and  the  cottages  along  the  lane,  and  will  require  attention,  as  accumulations  are  liable  to  occur  here  and  block 
the  exit  pipes.  Privies  and  Cess-pits  a:e  in  general  use,  the  latter  are  as  a rule  too  large  and  too  seldom  emptied. 

Houses  and  Cottages.  Several  cottages  are  old  and  delapidated  and  will  require  repairs.  During  the  year  four  were 
burned  down  and  three  demolished. 

One  new  cottage  has  been  erected  and  inspected. 

Factories  and  Trades,  &c.  The  Silk  weaving  and  Mat  making  and  Horse  Hair  factories  have  been  carried  on  without 
any  cause  of  offence  from  their  trade  processes.  Better  privy  provision  and  facilities  for  washing  the  hands  have  been  made  for 
the  Horse  hair  factory  employees. 

The  two  slaughter  houses  and  eight  bake  offices  have  been  properly  conducted. 

Pig  styes  are  very  numerous,  and  require  supervision  as  to  the  enforcing  of  cleanliness,  and  the  prevention  of  manure 
accumulation  near  dwelling  houses. 

Sanitary  Inspection.  Systematic  as  well  as  special  inspections  have  been  made  throughout  the  district. 

The  following  is  the  Inspectors  report  : — 

About  25  Nuisances  removed  by  verbal  direction. 

445  yards  new  drain  pipes  laid  down. 

2 ditches  cleaned  out  conveying  sewerage. 

1 ditch  filled  up. 

Legal  proceedings  taken  in  one  case  to  remove  obnoxious  privies  and  Cess  pits. 

THOMAS  HENRY  NEGUS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

One  special  report  was  made  in  repect  to  outbreak  of  Scarlet  fever  and  the  closing  of  the  school. 

Tabular  Statements,  according  to  the  forms  supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  of  sickness  and  mortality  within  the 
district  are  appended  to  the  official  reports.  Also  a Tabular  Statement  according  to  a form  required  by  the  West  Suffolk  County 
Council. 

J.  SINCLAIR  HOLDEN,  M.D.,. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


